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Inadvertent Discovery Plan 
PLAN AND PROCEDURES FOR THE INADVERTENT DISCOVERY OF CULTURAL RESOURCES AND HUMAN 
SKELETAL REMAINS FOR THE MADRAS SOLAR ENERGY FACILITY, JEFFERSON COUNTY, OREGON 

1.0 Introduction 
Madras PV1, LLC (Applicant) proposes to construct the Madras Solar Energy Facility (Facility) in Jefferson 
County, Oregon. This Inadvertent Discovery Plan outlines procedures to follow, in accordance with state 
and federal laws, if cultural resources or human remains are discovered during construction. 

2.0 Recognizing Cultural Resources 
A cultural resource is an item of historical, traditional, or cultural importance. The item could be 
prehistoric or historic. Examples are as follows:  

• A multispecies accumulation of shell (shell-midden) with associated bone, stone, antler, or wood 
artifacts, burned rocks, or charcoal 

• Bones that appear to be human or animal bones associated with a shell-midden (i.e., with 
associated artifacts or cooking features) 

• An area of charcoal or very dark, stained soil with associated artifacts 

• Artifacts made of chipped or ground stone (i.e., an arrowhead, adze, or metate) or an accumulation 
(more than one) of cryptocrystalline stone flakes (lithic debitage) 

• Items made of botanical materials 

• Clusters of tin cans or bottles, agricultural, or military equipment that appears to be older than 50 
years 

3.0 Onsite Responsibilities 
STEP 1: STOP WORK IMMEDIATELY. If the contractor or subcontractor believes that he or she has 
uncovered any cultural resource during construction of the Facility, all work adjacent to (within 100 feet) 
the discovery must stop. The discovery location should not be left unsecured at any time. 

STEP 2: NOTIFY CONSTRUCTION PROJECT MANAGEMENT IMMEDIATELY. Contact the construction 
project manager or cultural resources specialist for the Madras Solar Energy Facility, as listed below. 

Construction Project Manager 

To be determined. 

Cultural Resources Specialist 

If the construction project manager cannot be reached, contact one of the designated Cultural 
Resources Specialists: 

David Sheldon, M.S., RPA 
Jacobs 
Cell: (360) 219-6953 
david.sheldon@Jacobs.com 
 

mailto:david.sheldon@Jacobs.com
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Matt Steinkamp, M.S., RPA 
Jacobs 
Cell: (503) 358-9499 
matt.steinkamp@jacobs.com 

STEP 3: NOTIFY THE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE IMMEDIATELY. The construction project 
manager or cultural resources specialist will contact the Oregon State Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO) immediately. 

Note: If human remains are encountered, treat them with dignity and respect at all times. Cover the 
remains with a tarp or other materials (not soil or rocks) for temporary protection in place and to shield 
them from being photographed. Do not call 911 or speak with the media.   

STEP 4: PARTICIPATE IN CONSULTATION AND DOCUMENTATION. The construction project manager will 
participate in consultations with Oregon SHPO and affiliated Tribes. After consultation, the construction 
project manager will complete a written plan of action describing the disposition of cultural resources 
pursuant to 43 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 10 and will execute his or her prescribed duties 
within that plan of action.  

4.0 Further Contacts and Consultations 
Construction Project Manager 
The construction project manager’s responsibilities as follows:  

• Secure the Site: The construction project manager is responsible for taking appropriate steps to 
protect and secure the discovery site. All work will stop in an area adequate to provide for the total 
security, protection, and integrity of the resource. Vehicles, equipment, and unauthorized personnel 
will not be permitted to traverse the discovery site. Work in the immediate area will not resume 
until treatment of the discovery has been completed following provisions for treating 
archaeological/cultural material in consultation with the affiliated Tribe(s). 

• Direct Construction Elsewhere Onsite: The construction project manager will direct construction to 
resume away from cultural resources where appropriate and in communication with the affiliated 
Tribe(s).  

• Contact Project Cultural Resources Specialist: If the cultural resources specialist has not yet been 
reached in earlier attempts, the construction project manager will do so.  

Cultural Resources Specialist 
The cultural resources specialist’s responsibilities are as follows: 

• Notify Tribes: If not already notified, the cultural resources specialist will notify the Tribe(s) of the 
discovery.  

• Identify Find: The construction project manager will consult with the Tribes and will ensure that a 
qualified individual examines the find to determine if it is a cultural resource, as follows: 

– If it is determined to not be a cultural resource, work may proceed with no further delay. 

– If it is determined to be a cultural resource, the cultural resources specialist will send a certified 
letter to the Tribal Historic Preservation Offices, notifying them that a cultural resource has been 
discovered and requesting further consultation. 

– If the find may be human remains or funerary objects, the cultural resources specialist will 
follow the procedures described in Section 5.0.   

mailto:matt.steinkamp@jacobs.com
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• Notify State Agencies: The construction project manager will contact Oregon SHPO, Oregon 
Department of Energy (ODOE), and affiliated Tribes.  

• Formulate Plan: The construction project manager, affiliated Tribes, ODOE, and Oregon SHPO will 
consult to determine a plan for disposition of the cultural resources.  

Any required excavation or removal of cultural resources will be carried out under the requirements of 
43 CFR Part 10.3 and 16 United States Code 470 aa, and will require a permit from the Oregon SHPO. 
The activity that resulted in the inadvertent discovery may resume thirty (30) days after certification of 
receipt of notification.  

Oregon Historic Preservation Office 
State Archaeologist  
Dennis Griffin, Ph.D.  
e-mail: Dennis.Griffin@oregon.gov 

(503) 986-0674  

-or- 

Assistant State Archaeologist 
John Pouley 
E-mail: john.pouley@oregon.gov 
(503) 986-0675 

Oregon Department of Energy 
Chase McVeigh-Walker 
550 Capitol Street N.E. 
Salem, OR 97301 
Chase.McVeigh-Walker@Oregon.gov 
(503) 934-1582  

Tribes 
Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs Reservation of Oregon 
Robert Brunoe, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
THPO@ctwsbnr.org 
PO Box 460 
Warm Springs, Oregon 97761 
(541) 553-3555 

Klamath Tribes 
Perry Chocktoot 
Perry.chocktoot@klamathtribes.com 
PO Box 436 
Chiloquin, OR 97624 
(541) 783-2219 x159 
 
Burns Paiute Tribe 
Diane Teeman 
dlteeman.burns.paiute@gmail.com 
100 Pasigo Street, Burns, OR 97220 
(541) 413-1190 or (541) 573-8096 

mailto:Dennis.Griffin@oregon.gov
mailto:john.pouley@oregon.gov
mailto:THPO@ctwsbnr.org
mailto:Perry.chocktoot@klamathtribes.com
mailto:dlteeman.burns.paiute@gmail.com
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5.0 Special Procedures for the Discovery of Human Skeletal 
Material 

Any human skeletal remains will at all times be treated with the utmost dignity and respect. The 
attached document titled Tribal Position Paper on the Treatment of Human Remains (Government to 
Government Cultural Resources Cluster Group, September 2006) describes the appropriate protocol on 
the treatment of Native American human remains. 

STEP 1: STOP WORK. In the event that human remains are discovered, stop all work in the area and 
secure the site. 

STEP 2: NOTIFY APPROPRIATE PARTIES. Notify the construction project manager, law enforcement, and 
the coroner, immediately. The coroner (with the assistance of law enforcement personnel) will 
determine if the remains are human and whether the discovery site constitutes a crime scene, and will 
notify Oregon SHPO and the Tribes. 

• Medical Examiner, Jefferson County 

Gary Plant, MD 
Madras Medical Group 
76 NE 12th Street  
Madras, OR 97741 
(541) 475-3874 

• Jefferson County Sheriff’s Department 

675 NW Cherry Lane 
Madras, OR 97741 
(541) 475-6520 

STEP 3: PROTECT THE REMAINS. There shall be no photography or drawings and sketches made of the 
human remains or funerary objects found with the human remains without written permission signed by 
the affiliated Tribes. Cover the remains with a tarp or other materials (not soil or rocks) for temporary 
protection in place and to shield them from being photographed. Remains should not be removed from 
the site prior to identifying the remains as Native American or not. If the remains are determined to be 
Native American, final disposition will be decided through consultation with the affiliated Tribes, Oregon 
SHPO, and the Applicant. 

STEP 4: CONSULTATION. If the coroner determines the remains are nonforensic, and if it is determined 
that the remains constitute a cultural resource, the construction project manager or appointed 
representative will participate in consultation with the affiliated Tribes and Oregon SHPO. The 
construction project manager or appointed representative will complete a written plan of action 
describing the disposition of cultural resources pursuant to 43 CFR Part 10 and will execute its 
prescribed duties within that plan of action. If the remains are determined to be Native American, final 
disposition will be decided through consultation with the affiliated Tribes, Oregon SHPO, and the 
Applicant. If the medical examiner is not able to make a determination of Native American, a qualified 
forensic anthropologist from the State, Tribe, or contracted archaeological firm will need to be 
consulted for final determination. 

6.0 Proceeding with Construction  
Facility construction outside the discovery location may continue while documentation and assessment 
of the cultural resources proceed. The construction project manager and a qualified archaeologist or 
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Tribal representative must determine the boundaries of the discovery location. Construction may 
continue at the discovery location only after the process outlined in this plan is followed and the Oregon 
SHPO (and the federal agencies, if any) determines that compliance with state and federal laws is 
complete. 

 



 

Attachment 
Tribal Position Paper on the Treatment 

of Human Remains 



Treatment of Native American Human Remains Discovered Inadvertently or Through 
Criminal Investigations on Private and Non-Federal Public Lands in Oregon 

 
Native American burial sites are not simply artifacts of the tribe’s cultural past, but are 
considered sacred and represent a continuing connection with their ancestors.  Native American 
ancestral remains, funerary objects, sacred objects and objects of cultural patrimony associated 
with Oregon Tribes are protected under state law, including criminal penalties (ORS 97.740-.994 
and 358.905-.961).  The laws recognize and codify the Tribes’ rights in the decision-making 
process regarding ancestral remains and associated objects.  Therefore both the discovered 
ancestral remains and their associated objects should be treated in a sensitive and respectful 
manner by all parties involved.   
 
Identification of Human Remains  
 
 Oregon laws (ORS 146.090 & .095) outline the types of deaths that require investigation 

and the accompanying responsibilities for that investigation.  The law enforcement 
official, district medical examiner, and the district attorney for the county where the death 
occurs are responsible for deaths requiring investigation.  Deaths that require 
investigation include those occurring under suspicious or unknown circumstances. 

 If human remains that are inadvertently discovered or discovered through criminal 
investigations are not clearly modern, then there is high probability that the remains are 
Native American and therefore ORS 97.745(4) applies, which requires immediate 
notification with State Police, State Historic Preservation Office, Commission on Indian 
Services, and all appropriate Native American Tribes.  To determine who the 
“appropriate Native American Tribe” the responsible parties should contact the 
Legislative Commission on Indian Services (CIS).  To determine whether the human 
remains are Native American the responsible parties should contact the appropriate 
Native American Tribes at the initial discovery.  It should be noted that there may be 
more than one appropriate Native American Tribe to be contacted. 

 If the human remains are possibly Native American then the area should be secured from 
further disturbance.  The human remains and associated objects should not be disturbed, 
manipulated, or transported from the original location until a plan is developed in 
consultation with the above named parties.  These actions will help ensure compliance 
with Oregon state law that prohibits any person willfully removing human remains and/or 
objects of cultural significance from its original location (ORS 97.745). 

 All parties involved and the appropriate Native American Tribes shall implement a 
culturally sensitive plan for reburial. 

 
Notification 
 
 State law [ORS 97.745 (4)] requires that any discovered human remains suspected to be 

Native American shall be reported to-  
1. State Police (current contact Sgt. Chris Allori, Department of State Police, office 

phone 503-731-4717, cell 503-708-6461, or Dispatch 503-731-3030) 
2. State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)  

*Note: This document was created by the Government to Government Cultural Resource Cluster Group in 
September, 2006. 



• Primary contact= Dennis Griffin, State Archaeologist, office phone 503-986-
0674, cell phone 503-881-5038

• Secondary contact= John Pouley, Asst. State Archaeologist, office phone 503-
986-0675, cell phone 503-480-9164.

3. Commission on Indian Services (CIS)
• Current contact= Karen Quigley, Director, office phone 503-986-1067.  Karen

will provide the list of appropriate Native American Tribes.
4. All appropriate Native American Tribes provided by CIS.

• Burns Paiute Tribe-  Diane Teeman 541-417-1986
• Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua and Siuslaw- Stacy Scott 541-

888-9577 X7513
• Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde- Briece Edwards 503-879-2084
• Confederated Tribes of Siletz- Robert Kentta 541-444-2532
• Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation- Teara Farrow 541-

276-3629, secondary contact; Catherine Dickson 541-429-7231
• Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs- Bobby Bruno 541-553-2002
• Coquille Indian Tribe- Kassie Rippee 541-756-0904 X1216
• Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Indians- Jessie Plueard 541-677-5575 X5577
• Klamath Tribes- Perry Chocktoot 541-783-2219 X159 

*Note: This document was created by the Government to Government Cultural Resource Cluster Group in
September, 2006.
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